





Vol. IX. 


Jumb, So. 


THE 


OBSERVA 


On a Letter, with an Account of a barbarous and 


Taunton on two Gentlemen, who flood Candidates to be chafen Mein!) 
on the PraGices of the High-Church Clergy to influence EleGions, 





% 3 

oS 

i. 
~— ae ~ @ 


> Z f ’ ok 
f fi : h Church AAob at 
crs of Parlianient there. 


’ e ° et 
bloody Riot committed by : 





— 





ets 


ems 








From CGienneisay, Oftober 15. to Daturday, OAober 21. 17:0. 


Ob. AVE you any more News from onr |‘ 


new Lords and Mafters the Mob, 

Roger ? 
Countrym, Which Mob do you 
mean, the Clergy-Mob, or the Lay-Mob, Matter ? 
Obf. ’Tis all a Cale, Roger, 1 know no diffe- 
rence, for Mob is Mob, whatever it be. All thofe 
who act againft our Conftitution, and influence 
our Elections by Tumults and Violence, be. they 
led by Doctors or D s, I call Mods; for by 
what other Titles foever they may be dignify’d 
or diftinguifh’d, that of High-Church Mob in- 

cludes them all. 





Countrym, Ttold you laft time, Mafter, that I} ° 


hada long Mob-Story from Taunton, which is 
thus: * Mr.C. a London Merchant, and Nir. P. 
© a very honeft Country Gentleman, being put up 
* as Candidates for Parliament-Men to feive that 
Borough, their Friends defir’d they might enter 
that Town on Friday the 6thinftant, of which 
the High-Church Faction having notice, they 
© agreed in their Clubtomobthem. To this end 
© they drefs'd a Fellow in a Skin, with a Sheep's 
© Bellin his Hand, to mimick a Diffenting Mini- 
* fter ; and going thusround the Town, they got 
© together a parcel of Scoundrels, headed by Mr. 
©. Mr.G. Mr. E. and others of that Stamp, 
© drunk them hard to make them Pot-V aliant, and 
rendevouz’d at the Lioufe of a certain Shoemaker 
and Innkeeper, who had manag’d his Auls and 
his Cups fo well, as to become a topping Man 
ameng them 3 there arm’d with Clubs, Stones, 
old rutiy Quarter-Staifs, C¥c. they prepar’d for 
an Affauleon Mr. C. and Mr. P. and their 
Friends, who knew nothing of it, The Axel- 
tree of Mr. C’s Coach having broke by the way, 
he and his Friends were ftop'd for an hour at 
leaft, which put the Leaders of the Mob tolome 
more Expence in treating their High-Church Mi- | 
litia, to keep up the Spirit of the Party by chat 

of Malt and Brandy, Gc. So that it was be- 
twixc feven and eight at night e’er Mr.C. Mr.P. 
and their Friends could arrive. They pals’d the 
firft Street quietly enough, but when they came 
to the fecond, they were furpriz’d and aflauited 
with Sticks, Stones, Quarter-Staves, C*c. in 
the dark, without any manner of Provocation on 
their part, or being in the leatt provided for it; 
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; attack’d in the fame manner, the Hizh-Church 
of lob knocking thera and their Horfles down with 

long Poles; and the Horle being frighten’d with 
* thar, and the noife of the Bell in the dark, the 
© Scene became more and more horrid and fright- 
. ful : for the i jorfe being furrouncded on all tides, 
: and their Riders having nothing but Whips to 
; defend themielves with, they were alfaulted with 
i Sticks, Stones, Dirt, Clubs, Poles and Hal- 

bards they could not go backward, nor for 
* fhame retreat and leave the Gentlemens Coaches, 
* nor forward, becauf? the way was block’d up 5 
© fo that a moft dreadful Confufion enfu'd, Wo- 
men and Children crying out for their lame, 
wounded and bleeding Fathers, Husbands, Bro- 
* thers, Cc. Men groaning under their Wounds 
‘and Blows, the Horfes foaming and fretting, 
* throwing their Kiders, and trampling them and 
others onder their Feet, the Glais: \Vindows 
came rattling down with the Stones, the Glafles 
of the Gentlemens Coaches had the fame fate, 
and they themfelves had much ado to eicape out 
of them with their Lives, cover’d all over with 
Mad and Dirt. There were two Townfmen of 
Note, whofe Shoes the beft of the Mob were 
{carce worthy to clean, who road by the Coa- 
ches to prote@ the Gentlemen frora the Fary of 
the Mob; they receiv’d Multitudes of Blows 
with Sticks and Stones, and were cover’d all o- 
ver with Dirt, fo asno body could know chem. 
‘ The Rabble delign'd to have murder’d Mr. B—2 
‘a Diffenting Minuier in the Lorn, had not 
* Providence order’d it fochat he did not come 
* home that night , but Mr. 4¢-———-r, who re- 
“fembles him, fard fo much the wo:fe for it. 
* At laft the Horie having fecur’d the Gentlemen 
in private Houfes, broke throthe Mob with che 
Gentlemens Coaches, and pat an end to the 
Tumult, but not toits Ecats; for there are 
fome whole Lives the Piyticians defpair of by 
the Blows and Wounds they receivd, many o- 
thers are in a languifhing Condition upon that 
account, and are never like to be found Men a- 
gain. One of the Gentlemens Coachmen walks 
about with bis Head bound up, and the Faction 
threaten to bind over fome of thofe, who are 
hx’d to their Beds by their Wounds and Blows, 
for net complying with the Doétrive of Paflive- 
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except a few, who, as they enter’d the Town,} 
were inform’d of this Rout, and had puli'd fome 
green Sticks from the Hedges. The Afflault was 
firft made on the Foot, upon whom the High- 
Church Mob fell withinhuman Furv: and ’tis a 
Queftion whether, during the Charge, they 
fliew’d more Malice or Cowardice, tor they laid 
on without Mercy ; but whea they met with 
any oppolition by the few that had Sticks, they 
retir'd fiagzering and ftumbling + fo chat it was| 
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When Mr. C. and 


‘ ; : & 
amait diumal Scene, to fee Men trampling One) 
another under foot, aud weltering in their Blood. 
i's tori: came up, they were! * they dhould not gouut to. All 


Obedience and Non-efiftance, fo much as to 
© fuffer themielves to be tamely murcder’d: Nay, 
© they threaten to indict Mr. C——— for making 
* fuch an Entrance into the Town, tho they and 
© their Party didthe fame thing twice. To con- 
© fummate their Karbarity, during the Tumulr, and 
© for two hours after, they orderd two Palilng- 
© Bells to be rung, as it the two Gentlemen had 
© been dead, which is too iirony a Prelurpoon 
‘chat they defign’d to have aurcerd thea, bad 


vot Providence prevenied if 5 ad bane ot 
© the Faction {wore, that thothey came iu abxe, 
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© good upon Oath, as alfo w 
€ oreffors, and thac Mr. 7 
¢ when the Gentlemen enter’d the Town, 
© Now they are a coming: At?em, At’em! 
She him@lf firuck feveral Blows. He has been 
© very inftrumental in influencing the Election, 
© both by Flatteries and by Threats to arreit, im- 
€ prifon, fend Soldiers upon ‘em, bind over, Cc. 
Obf. That’s a terrible Story indeed, Roger, and 
fhews plainly enough by what Spirit the Faction Is 
a@ed. ’Tis fo barbarous, that no Comment can 
add to it; but 1 hope the Perfons injur’d will not 
be fo far wanting to themfelves and to their Coun- 
try, as not to prolccute the Rioters according to 
Law. If {uch things be fuffer’d to go on wit 
punity, we may bid farewel to Liberty, Property, 
Religion, and every thing elfe that’s valuable to 


animated the Mob 
faying, 





ho were the firft Ag- ' 


And: 
‘mon Enemies the French, who rotwit! 
‘their Defeats and Loffes every where, are 
‘at prefent on the account of our Divili 
;they are as infolent as ever, and behave the 
‘more like Conquerors than th 
'quer’d. Thefe things will open the eyes of the 
‘deluded People in time, Roger, and occafion a ¢. 
{vere Tara upon the Faction. bh 
! Gentlemen who 
iter mentions, fhould take their Courfe at Law 3. 
him- | gainit fuch Ecclefiaftical Incendiaries. . 





fefs'd Jacobites, and all the known Enem} 
Conftitution fall in with them, to the manifer 
Breach of the Peace, to the Terror of 4! pea: 
Sabjects, and to the Encouragement of one 
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Inthe mean \ 


Vhile 
find themfelves abus’d a, 
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we tg Since Se. 
, dition has now boldly invaded the Pulpit, as ths 
ilaft Houfe of Commons exprels’d it, the Stare 
/ will find themfelves oblig’d in due time either to 





Men and Chriftians. Wemay juftly fay of the 
Party as our Liturgy faid formerly of their elder : 


Brethren the Papifis, That their Faith ts Faction, } 
We are not to wor- |; 


and their Religion Rebellion, 
der, Roger, to hear of {uch things in fo remote a | 
Corporation as Taunton, when we have had fo ma- | 
ny outrageous Mobs here in London, and when | 
the Chief Magifirates of this Noble and Great | 
City are infulted in the Execution of their Office, ; 
or going about their ordinary Affairs. There mutt 
be a Reckoning for thofe things early or late; in 
the mean time, let honeft Men do their Duty, ad- 
here to the Conftitution, profecute the Offenders 
by Law, and leave the Honour of Mobbing to the 
FaGtion, for it beit fuits with the Principles of Po- 
pery _ Slavery, which they have fo openly e- 
{pous'd. 
d Countrym. 1 have another Letter, Mafter, which 
complains of the Highflying Clergy-Mob, and 
fays that in molt places when Gentlemen, ac- 
cording to the ufual practice, go before the Tefte 
of the Writs, and vifit the Freeholders, in order 
to make their [ntereft with them, and have a Pro- 
mife of their Votes ; the High-Church Clergy, as 
fvuon as the Gentlemen are gone, beftir themfelves 
with all poflible Vigor among the Freeholders of 
their Parifhes, where by Lyes, Tricks, and Threats, 
and affauming an unaccountable Authority to them- 
‘felves, they prevail with the unthinking Country 
People either to vote as they themfelves would 
have them, or to flay at home: fu that except the 
Candidates have a Gentleman on their fide in eve- 
ry Parifh, who has more influence than the Par- 
fon, the Clergy carry the Elections which way 
they pleafe. The Letter gives an inftance of this 
in the Parifh of C yin S——y, where the 
Vicar was fo impudent as to abufe a Gentleman 
who made Intereit for Sir X.O. and Sir W. S. forbad 
his Parifhioners to go along with that Gentleman 
to the Ele@tion, told fome of ’em he was a Papitt, 
and others that he was a Presbyterian, and that 
all thofe who voted for Sir R.O. and Sir W, S. de- 
ferv’d to have their Ears nail’d to the Pillory ; with 
fuch other {candalous Reflections. Sothat if thefe 
things be not prevented in time, we fhall have few ( 
Members of Parliament but what are chofen by 
the Influence of the Clergy. 

Obf. Our High-Church Clergy have fo vifibly 
embark’d in an Intereft contrary to that of the Na- 
tion, Roger, that | wonder how any Man of Senfe 
can be influenc’d by them; for let them pretend 
what they will, the Principles of Unlimited Paf- 
five Obedience and Hereditary Right, which they 
have cry’d up of late with fo much Violence, are 
fubverfive of her Majetty’s Title, the Revolution, 
and the Proteitant Succeflion; of which there 








govern the hot-headed Clergy with a higher hand 
or they will overtop and ruin the State. J hey 
are now come to that height, asto attack her Ma- 
jelty’s Legal Supremacy in Convocation, as is plain 
by her own Royal Letter ; therefore we are not to 
wonder they behave themfelves with fuch Infulence 
towards Country-Gentlemen, and others : but cer- 
tainly they ought to take the Beneiit of the Law 
againft em, when they bring themfelves under the 


lafh of it, as that Vicar has done. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


About a Fortnight hence will be Publifh’d, 

XS The SecondVolume of Athenian News, or Dunion’s 
Oracle: Being a Continuation of his 3000 feveral 
Pofts, to each of which is added, 1. The Enthufiaft- 
Poft, or an Effay to keep the Medium, and expole 
the wild Fooleries and Extravagancies of the Extre- 
mities of any Controverfy whatever : Written origi- 
nally in French by the Learned Monfieur B—x, and 
printed weekly at Paris with great Applaufe (Avec le 
Privilege du Roy) and fince reprinted in Low-Dutch, 
and from thence done into Englifh by Trufty TeX-Truth. 
2. The Proverbial Poft, or a Poetical Defcant upon Exg- 
lifh Proverbs; a Work never attempted before jn 
Verfe. 32. The Cafuiflical Poff, or Athenian Mercury, 
refolving the moft nice and curious Queftions propos’d 
by the Ingenious of either Sex. 4. Pegafus, or the 
Rhiming-Poft, {peaking Extempore Poems on any Sub- 
ject detir’d. 5. Dunton’s-Poft, or his Dying Farewel to 
this Life and World; in which the undifguis’d Senti- 
ments of a Soul ftanding juft upon the borders of 
Eternity are faithfully reprefented in 3000 difting& 
Farewels. To this Second Volume is Prefix’d, 1. A Gene- 
ral Title, Preface, and Index. 2. Several Letters writ 
by Oxford and Cambridge Scholars (three of ’em Mat- 
ters of Arts) recommending the Pofl-Projeé to the 
Lovers of Novelty. 2. Tit for Tat, or a fecond Chal- 
lenge to Squire Bickerflaff ; in which is ftated a nice 
Cafe concerning Platonick Love (or the Spiritual Carejjes 
between two Souls of a different Sex) and fairly prov'd 
that he did not anfwer that Hebrew Queftion that was 
fent to him, becaufe he cou’d not folve the Dirkcul- 
ties in it: Asalfo Diverting Notes upon Dunton’s Oracle, 
writ by a Lady of eminent  empeed and will be conti- 
nu’d by the fame Hand, till his 3c0o Pofts have fur- 
nifh’d out a Univer{al Entertainment. Enter’d into the 
Hall-Book of the Company of Stationers, purfuant to 
Aé of Parliament. Printed fot the Author, and will 
be fold atthe Sword in Newfireet near Fetter-lane, and at 
moft Bookfellers Shops in Town and Country (where 
the Firft Volume is now to be had, with the firft 


Challenge to the Tatler to write either Pro or Con upon 
all Difputable Points.) Price 25. 64. ftitch’d up in 


Blue Paper. Note, The Third Volume compleat will 
be publifh’d next Chriflmas, and a Single Oracle every 


Tuefday and Saturday as formerly, as foon as the Au- 





needs no other Proof but this, that Papiits, pro- 
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thor’s Health will permit him to attend the Prefs. 
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